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commanding a view of the tongue of land at the conflu-
ence of the two rivers, which is held by a strong fortress
containing an arsenal. The native city of Allahabad
is not handsome, and has no buildings of note except
the Muhammadan tombs in the Khusru gardens. But
the European quarter has of late years become very fine,
with its railway station, its military barracks, and its civil
structures.

The first great city on the united Ganges and Jamna
below Allahabad is Benares, which holds the same posi-
tion in the Brahmanical that Delhi does in the Moslem
world. It is crowded with palaces and Hindu temples,
and, although none of these are of great size, the numer-
ous towers, cones, spires, minarets and porticoes, and
flights of steps, present an almost unrivalled river-
frontage, nearly three miles in extent. The river view
of Benares is one of the most characteristic in the
empire,

But the interior of this city is far from inviting,
with its close, dirty, and irregular streets, rickety houses,
nauseous smells, repulsive mendicants, and stifling at-
mosphere. The great number of palaces is due to the
fact that the Hindu chiefs and princes in every part of
the empire endeavour to secure a residence in this sacred
city, which during the festivals is crowded by pilgrims
from all quarters. The innumerable little temples are
compared by Bishop Heber to so many shrines " stuck in
the angles of the streets and under the shadow of the
lofty houses. Their forms, however, are not ungraceful,
and many of them are covered over with beautiful and
elaborate carvings of flowers, animals, and palni-branches,
equalling in minuteness and richness the best specimens
of Gothic or Grecian architecture." This description,
though written many years ago, is applicable to this
day.